
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 115th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H1359 

Vol. 163 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017 No. 35 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (MR. JODY B. HICE of Georgia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 28, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JODY B. 
HICE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

FIX OUR BROKEN IMMIGRATION 
SYSTEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BARRAGÁN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce my guest for to-
night’s joint session of Congress. Roque 
Pech is a constituent of mine from 
California’s 44th District. He lives in 
Wilmington. He came to this country 
at the age of 3 years old. His parents 
were from Mexico, coming here for a 
better life for their kids. His parents 
were hardworking, getting odd jobs, 

blue-collar workers, really trying to 
make it. 

Now, Roque is a beneficiary of DACA. 
He is a DREAMer; somebody who was 
looking forward to going to college, 
was able to go to undergrad and even 
go to graduate school, where he studied 
education. He is one of the many faces 
of DREAMers whom our country has 
benefited from DACA. As a teacher, he 
helps other students who are strug-
gling in math. He is a sixth grade 
teacher who looks into the eyes of kids 
who dream big, who want to make it, 
and he instills in them some hope. 

Tonight, Roque will be up in this gal-
lery for the first time, looking down on 
a President who has been demeaning 
immigrants, who hasn’t seen the value 
of what immigrants provide to this 
country. 

Now, this is very personal for me. My 
parents are also immigrants from Mex-
ico. They came here because they 
wanted a better life for their kids. And 
I beat the odds. I got a piece of the 
American Dream, and now I fight for 
those to make sure that others have 
the same opportunity. 

Roque has been spared from the de-
portations. He is an example of immi-
grants that continue to contribute to 
our country. He also sits on the Wil-
mington Neighborhood Council, where 
he provides input and is active in the 
community. Because of DACA, hun-
dreds of kids are benefiting from him 
being a teacher. 

I believe we continue to need com-
prehensive immigration reform to fix 
our broken immigration system. It is 
the best answer. Until then, I am going 
to continue to fight to protect hard-
working families and immigrants who 
continue to provide value, DREAMers 
like Roque, who only know the United 
States as their home. He is American 
in every way. 

A STRONGER STANCE ON RUSSIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
Vladimir Putin’s regime has long 
sought to undermine U.S. interests and 
shape a world more compliant with its 
corruption. I have argued for a strong-
er stance against Russia for years. I op-
posed the Obama administration’s 
failed reset of relations. 

I helped lead the push for greater 
sanctions on Russia’s human rights 
violators, helping secure passage of the 
Sergei Magnitsky Act. 

I have called for sanctions against 
those who poisoned my friend, Vladi-
mir Kara-Murza, and against all those 
involved in the murder of opposition 
leader Boris Nemtsov, the 2-year anni-
versary of which occurred just yester-
day. 

I also support the efforts to codify 
sanctions against Russia and to limit 
the lifting of executive waivers. But we 
should be limiting the ability to waive 
sanctions not just on Russia, but also 
on Iran, on the Palestinian Authority, 
and on so many others because, in 
order for sanctions to be effective, they 
must be fully implemented and fully 
enforced. 

f 

LET’S HELP OUR GREAT NATION 
STAY GREAT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CORREA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
at the President’s address, I will be 
joined by a young man, Eliel Aguillon, 
a new American, in the great tradition 
of this great country. 

Eliel grew up surrounded by poverty, 
yet he found his path to the American 
Dream through hard work and edu-
cation. Eliel is my neighbor. He at-
tended the same public high school 
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